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o:ncc Of The Executive

January 25, 2012

Mr. Dennis McLerran
Regional Administrator
United States Environmental Protection Agency
Region X
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900
Seattle, WA 98101-3140

Re: Idaho Proposed Fish Consumption Rate

Dear Regional Administrator McLerran:

Thank you for meeting with Tribal staff on January 27, 2012 in Boise to discuss the United
States Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) pending action on the State of Idaho's
proposed fish consumption rate of 17.5 grams per day.

The Kootenai Tribe of Idaho is headquartered in the Kootenai Valley in north Idaho. Kootenai
Territory encompasses north Idaho, northwest Montana and southwest British Columbia.
Watersheds within our Territory include the Kootenai and Pend Oreille.

The Tribe historically relied upon the fish and other resources for subsistence and religious
practices. Unfortunately, human-induced changes to the ecosystem have resulted in decreases of
fish populations to the point that Kootenai citizens are unable to fully exercise their Treaty
reserved rights to fish at usual and accustomed areas.

The Tribe lacks sufficient data at this time to recommend a fish consumption rate for the current
period or what it will be once the fisheries and recovered and restored. To that end, the Tribe
expects EPA to work closely with the Tribe to gather sufficient data for each watershed within its
Territory to determine the appropriate fish consumption.

Until such time as watershed specific data can be gathered, the Tribe agrees that proposed fish
consumption rate of 17.5 grams per day is likely sufficient.

We look forward to working with EPA on this and other important issues taking place in
Kootenai Territory.



Sincerely yours,

Jennifer Porter
Chairperson
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